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receipt for the amount. I also wrote a letter to the provincial
committee. I asserted that the comrade-leader had deceived me. I
charged that he had conducted himself like the proprietor of some
sort of commercial firm. I piled up other charges. "I do not accept
this 'settlement'. It is one-sided and it is unjust. There is no change
whatever in my attitude towards the provincial committee's
decisions." I wrote out all these and handed over the letter. Then I
left for Tiruchirapalli.
A week later I returned from Tiruchirapalli. The provincial
committee did not appear to have paid any heed to my letter.
"Shouldn't you have gone to South Arcot district?" I was asked.
"But I haven't accepted that decision."
"Comrade... has written that he discussed the matter with you
and that you agreed to do so."
"He is a liar."
I also received a directive. "You cannot stay here any longer.
Your name has been removed from the roster of members of
the commune. Therefore you cannot eat here any more. Should
you stay on here, you will not be accorded any of the privileges
of a member of the commune. Abide by the decision of the
party leadership. The party will extend to you all possible
help."
"This is a despicable method. I shall fight against this method,"
I decided. I discussed the directive with friends belonging to my
unit. Many were shocked. Some said sadly that the matter was taking
on an entirely new dimension. "Be large-hearted and give up,"
advised some. "After all, we are only binding ourselves to the discipline
of the party. Express your dissent and accept the party's decision.
Later, at some opportune time, we can raise the issue again and ask
for justice," said others.
I did not consider any of these suggestions to be right. At last
the issue became one concerning me alone. I wrote a letter to the
provincial committee: "I do not accept your decisions. I do not
agree to be bound.by them. Why? A decision of the provincial
committee may be right or it may be wrong. There is a proper way
to ask a worker to accept the decision and to abide by it. In my case
the provincial committee acts in an improper manner. I belong
to this commune family. A party which discusses international
questions threadbare, passes a resolution to deny me food. Therefore,
I have decided that from tomorrow morning I shall embark on a